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Architects for Social Housing offers:

– The truth about the regeneration process, information about the 
public and private bodies behind it, and advice on how you can 
fight against the threat it presents to your homes and lives.

– The truth about the Government’s Housing and Planning Act, 
what it means for London’s housing estates, and what you can do 
to oppose it.

– Support with building community campaigns, contacts with 
other resident campaigns facing the demolition of their estates, the 
support of eviction resistance groups, as well as funds for flyers, 
banners and stalls.

– Architectural design proposals that retain the existing community 
and its homes while increasing the number of homes on the estate, 
and in doing so force councils to consider alternatives to demolition.

Open Garden Estates is a collective event hosted by the participating 
estates, whose residents interpret how to stage the day, with the 
technical support of Architects for Social Housing. Please sign up 
to Open Garden Estates 2016, and invite local estates and residents 
from the surrounding neighbourhood to visit your estate. The more 
of us get involved the stronger the message we send:

Social Housing not Social Cleansing!

Open Garden Estates is an initiative by Architects for Social Housing 
(ASH), a collective working to save London council estates under 
threat of demolition by Government housing policy, local authority 
estate regeneration programmes and property developers.

Last year (13-14 June, 2015) Open Garden Estates was hosted 
by three council estates: Cressingham Gardens in Brixton, Central 
Hill in Crystal Palace, and Knight’s Walk (part of Cotton Gardens 
Estate) in Kennington.

It was an opportunity for residents to open up their estate’s green 
areas, communal spaces and private gardens to the public, and 
help change the widely held but inaccurate perception of council 
estates as ‘concrete jungles’ that has been used to justify David 
Cameron’s plans to Blitz 100 so-called ‘sink estates’. Walking 
tours for visitors showed how well the estates are designed for 
community living, and increased awareness of the strong and 
mixed communities that live on them. Above all, it was a chance 
for estate communities to meet and organise the campaign to save 
their homes.

This year (18-19 June, 2016) ASH is exporting Open Garden Estates 
across London.

More than just an opportunity to bring estate communities together, 
Open Garden Estates is a chance for participating estates to 
form connections with ASH and other resistance groups offering 
support and information about how you might save your homes 
from councils and developers.

ASH is usually only contacted by estates after they have gone 
through the consultation process, by which time the council 
has gathered much of the information it needs to argue for the 
demolition of your homes. To counteract this, we want to use Open 
Garden Estates as a way to combat the threat of regeneration as 
early as possible in the process.

Introduction
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History
Open Garden Estates was first introduced in 2015, and three 
estates in south London took part:

Cressingham Gardens, Central Hill Estate and Knights Walk, 
Cotton Gardens Estate.

Cressingham Gardens Rain Garden Central Hill planting

Knights Walk talk by architect Kate Macintosh
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Thanks to our funders, Open Garden Estates 2016 was able to be 
hosted by 10 Council estates across London on the weekend of 
18-19 June.

Participating estates in 2016 were:

Alton East and West, Roehampton
Central Hill Estate, Crystal Palace
Cressingham Gardens, Brixton
Edmundsbury Estate, Brixton
Macintosh Court (formally 269 Leigham Court Road), Streatham
Old Tidemill Wildlife Garden and Crossfields Estate, Deptford
Ravensbury Grove, Mitcham
Silchester and Lancaster West
Somers Town Estates, Camden
Warwick Road Estate

Other estates that initiated the process with us but did not in the 
end organise an event on the day:

Aylesbury Estate
Cotton Gardens Estate
Brandon Estate
Thamesmead Estate
Granville Estate
       

Open Garden Estates 2016
To begin the process we designed and produced A6 postcards for 
general distribution to both residents of estates and general public:
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Residents of estates threatened with demolition got in touch with 
us via our website and flyers. We then we liased with the residents 
of that estate and arranged to visit each estate to discuss the event 
and what activities they would be doing. 

We then arranged several group meetings where residents met with 
residents of other estates and exchanged ideas about the event as 
well as broader campaign strategies.

A web designer updated the Open Garden Estates website to 
provide information relating to all the participating estates: 

www.opengardenestates.com

ASH architects and designers coordinated the information about 
the estates and the design of the events they were planning. They 
subsequently then worked on designs for a series of maps for each 
estate incorporating this information.

Organisation
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We located all events and walking routes planned on these maps, 
which also contained a short description of the estate’s current 
situation and campaign.

Once the events were finalised we uploaded these maps on our 
website. We then printed and distributed them in the form of A5 
flyers to each of the estates for them to distribute as they saw fit – 
to residents, neighbours and surrounding communities.

We also printed A1 maps as posters for each estate, and A3 posters 
(of each side) for each estate for posting around the estate and in 
nearly shops, libraries etc for advertising the events.

Maps
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We also designed and produced these 10 ft by 5 ft banners which 
were printed and distributed to every participating estate for display 
on the street.

These are also intended to be able to be used for future campaigns, 
and specifically were designed to create connections between the 
participating estate.

BANNER

SOMERS TOWN BANNER with residents

Ravensbury Grove Banner
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London Festival of Architecture 

ASH put forward Open Garden Estates for inclusion in the London 
festical of Architecture, a yearly event which takes place throughout 
June. We were accepted and subsequently chosen as one of their 
top 10 events in June.

Inclusion in this event provided additional press and publicity 
through their own website and PR, and in addition opened up the 
event to an archtiectural audience.

Street Orchestra London

In addition, ASH invited Street Orchestra London to participate 
in Open Garden Estates, and a performance at Central HiIl Estate 
was thus incorporated into part of their first London tour on the 
Saturday 18th June.

COLLABORATIONS
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SILCHESTER & LANCASTER WEST ESTATES, Lancaster Gate
Saturday: 12pm: walking tour / 2-4pm: exhibition / 3pm: walking tour.
Sunday: 12pm: walking tour / 12.30 people’s picnic / 2-4pm: 
exhibition / 3pm: walking tour.

WARWICK ROAD ESTATE, Kensington
Sunday: 12pm: international picnic / 3pm: gardener’s tour.

SOMERS TOWN, Camden
Saturday: 11-1pm: art workshop / 12pm: walking tour / 4pm: open 
debate.

ALTON EAST & WEST ESTATES, Roehampton
Saturday: 11am: walking tour.
Sunday: 2pm: walking tour.

OLD TIDEMILL GARDENS & CROSSFIELD ESTATE, Deptford
Saturday: 11-6pm: alternative designs, round table, food.

RAVENSBURY GROVE ESTATE, Mitcham
Saturday: 12-2pm: walking tour.

EDMUNDSBURY COURT, Brixton:
Saturday: 12-4pm: gardens open.

CRESSINGHAM GARDENS ESTATE, Brixton
Saturday: 10-5pm, open gardens / 11am & 3pm: walking tours.

MACINTOSH COURT, Streatham
Sunday: 2pm: naming ceremony / 2.30pm: tour / 3.30pm talks by 
residents, architect Kate Macintosh and ASH / 4.30pm: refreshments.

CENTRAL HILL ESTATE: Crystal Palace
Saturday: 9am: street artists / 11am: guided tour / 11am onward: 
ASH exhibition & food stall / 1pm: Street Orchestra / 2pm: guided 
tour / 2.30pm: Film screening / 4pm: children’s painting, balloon 
release & puppet show / 4.30: film screening

EVENTS
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The most successful events were ones where we were able to 
contribute to the organisation of the events, notably Central Hill 
for whom we had arranged the exhibition of the Alternatives to 
Demolition, the Street Orchestra and puppet show.
  
 

Central Hill Estate

copyright Sam Mellish

copyright Sam Mellish

Attendence : approx 300
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Macintosh Court was also very well attended, for whom we 
arranged the architect Kate Macintosh to perform the renaming 
ceremony of the estate. 

We also designed and printed blue plaques, which the residents 
were all given in recognition of their successful campaign to list 
and save their estate from demolition.
 
A report of the Macintosh Court event and campaign can be found 
here:

https://architectsforsocialhousing.wordpress.com/2016/06/21/
macintosh-court-the-campaign-continues/

Macintosh Court
Attendence : approx 60
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Tidemill Wildlife Garden
Attendence : approx 30
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Silchester and Lancaster West estates

Exhibition of work about the estates with community based artist 
Constantine Gras.

Attendence :  approx 60

Resident led walk around the estates
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Somers Town Estates

Opening night of Somers Town Open Garden Estates weekend  
exhibition

Walking tours

Attendence : approx 50
Photos: David Roberts
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Cressingham Gardens
Attendence : approx 40Walking tours and discussion of housing issues, incuding 

Cressingham’s Peoples Plan
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Alton East and West Estates
Walking tours of both Alton East and West Estates took place 
over the weekend, attended by around 20 visitors. 

The regeneration schemes were discussed as well as the quality 
of space, architecture and landscape.

Attendence : approx 20
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Ravensbury Grove
Walking tours of the estate and nearby Wandle River

Attendence : approx 20 
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Warwick Road Estate
Attendence : approx 20 Composed of 116 homes and home to around 350 residents, 

Warwick Road estate is threatened with total demolition by royal 
Borough of Kensington and Chelsea (RBKC). 

To celebrate this intimate and intelligently designed social 
landscape, the residents arranged a picnic in their ‘Gardens in the 
Sky’:
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Altogether there were around 30 organisers over around 3-4 
months and on average approximately 50-150 people took part 
at each event, so around 500 people overall would have directly 
participated in the events across the two days, while indirectly 
- through a conjunction of social media (twitter and Facebook).
leafletting, press and TV coverage, around 10-20,000 people would
be aware of the event.

PARTICIPATION DOCUMENTATION

FIlm Documentation:
All our events were filmed, and some short films have already been 
distributed online such as a short film on the event at Central HIll 
Estate: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TPUmx3uzfy4
The event at Macintosh Court: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1XnhaRcMrU4

We are intending to put all our footage together into a larger full 
length film, but due to the large amount of footage, this has not yet 
been achieved and we are looking for some additional funding to 
complete this.

Photographic documentation
We are still collating and uploading photographic documentation 
of each event to the website.

Evening Standard

Open Garden Estates was identified in the Evening Stadard as one 
of the Top 10 London Festival of Architecture events in June 2016:

http://www.homesandproperty.co.uk/home-garden/interiors/
design-news/london-festival-of-architecture-june-2016-14-
unmissable-events-including-free-talks-tours-and-a101596.html

SW Londoner

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-XYdSFa3_2s

Inside Housing

An Article by Simon Elmer and Geraldine Dening about the event:
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/green-jungles/7015655.article

Brixton Buzz

http://www.brixtonbuzz.com/2016/06/south-london-council-
estates-open-up-their-gardens-to-raise-awareness-of-demolition-
threats/

Inside Croydon:

https://insidecroydon.com/2016/06/17/central-hills-open-
weekend-to-show-the-estate-they-are-in/

BBC:

BBC London filmed our event at Central Hill Estate and this was 
broadcast the following week.

We have been approached by BBC for a longer film about the work 
Architects for Social Housing does with estates of which Open 
Garden Estates would be a contributing factor. This obviously 
relies on the event taking place again next year for which we have 
yet to have obtained funding.

PUBLICATIONS and PRESS
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Report compiled by Geraldine Dening and Simon Elmer of 
Architects for Social Housing with thanks to:

Senaka Weeraman
Alex Engle

Toby O’Connor
Mark Hutchinson

Charles Verni
Andrew Cooper

Cat Weiner
Line Nikita Woolfe

Sam Mellish
Kate Macintosh
Leonie Webber

Charlotte Grace
All the residents at the participating estates 

The Street Orchestra London
Sab Cat Printing

Roger Manser
Our funders

e-mail info@architectsforsocialhousing.co.uk
web www.architectsforsocialhousing.co.uk
twitter @ASH_housing


